
  

ICPA-FORUM NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2008 
6th ANNUAL JCPA & ICPA-FORUM WORKSHOP: 
The 6th Annual JCPA & ICPA-Forum Workshop will be held 4-6 
June, 2009 and hosted by the Department of Public Policy & 
Management, Shih Hsin University, Taipei, Taiwan. The topic is 
Developments in Public Policy Programs in Higher Education in 
Asia. The workshop will lead to the publication of a Special JCPA 
Issue. The call for papers can be found here. We thank the 
conveyor, Dr. Yu-Ying Kuo (Chair), and the sponsorship of the 
National Science Council, Ministry of Education, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and the Research, Development and Evaluation 
Commission – Taiwan. 
JCPA AWARD FOR BEST APPAM COMPARATIVE 
RESEARCH PAPER:   
The winners of the 2007 ‘Best Comparative Research Paper Presented at an APPAM 
Research Conference are Kathryn Harrison & Lisa McIntosh Sundstrom (UBC, Vancouver) 

 “The Comparative Politics of Climate Change” 
The Award was presented by Iris Geva-May to the authors at the Business Breakfast, APPAM 
30th Research Conference, Los Angeles, November 7, 2008. The JCPA Aims and Scope and 
its six criteria of comparative policy scholarship were used for the selection by the joint JCPA 
and APPAM Adjudication Committee. We thank Jane Waldfogen (Columbia) & Peter Reuter 
(Maryland) on behalf of APPAM, and Beryl Radin (American) & Laurence E. Lynn, Jr. (Chicago) 
on behalf of JCPA and ICPA-Forum, for serving on this committee.  

CONTENTS FOR JCPA Vol.11, No. 1:  
Special Issue Editors Giliberto Capano & Michael Howlett 

The Determinants of Policy Change: Theoretical Challenges 
• Understanding Policy Change as an Epistemological and Theoretical Problem. By Giliberto Capano 

(University of Bologna - Forli) 
• The Dependent Variable Problem in the Study of Policy Change: Understanding Policy Change as a 

Methodological Problem.  By Michael Howlett (Simon Fraser University - Vancouver) & Ben Cashore (Yale 
University) 

• Understanding Policy Change as a Hermeneutic Problem. By Adrian Kay (Griffith University – Australia) 
• Understanding Policy Change as a Discursive Problem. By Philippe Zittoun (Institut d’Etudes Politiques de 

Grenoble, France) 
• Understanding Policy Change as a Historical Problem. By Jeremy Rayner (University of Regina, Canada) 
• How Politics Matters When Policies Change: Understanding Policy Change as a Political Problem. By Reimut 

Zohlnhöfer (University of Bamberg, Germany) 
• Mechanisms of Policy Change: A Proposal for a Synthetic Explanatory Framework. By José Real-Dato 

(University of Almeria, Spain) 
• Comparative Statistics Section, [Edited by Fred Thompson (Willamette University, Oregon)]:  
• An Unconventional Composite Index of International Influence. By Francesc Pujol (University of Navarra, 

Spain) 
 

With Best Wishes for the Holiday Season, 
Iris Geva-May, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Founding Editor; Chair ICPA-Forum  
Michael Howlett, Simon Fraser University & B. Guy Peters, University of Pittsburgh, Co-Editors  

 
We look forward to promoting comparative policy studies together. To do so, and disseminate your work,  

Please have your Institution's Library subscribe to the JCPA, Click Here.  
Coordinator : Shawn C. Drake 
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